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Notice and Note Signpost

Contrasts and Contradictions

Definition: The character acts in a way that is contradictory 
or unexpected given how he or she usually acts.

Text Clue: Author shows feelings or actions the reader hasn’t seen before or doesn’t expect.
Question: Why would the character act this way?

©
 2

01
3 

by
 K

yl
en

e 
Be

er
s 

an
d 

Ro
be

rt 
E.

 P
ro

bs
t f

ro
m

 N
ot

ic
e 

an
d 

No
te

(P
or

ts
m

ou
th

, N
H:

 H
ei

ne
m

an
n)

. T
hi

s 
pa

ge
 m

ay
 b

e 
re

pr
od

uc
ed

 fo
r c

la
ss

ro
om

 u
se

 o
nl

y. 
Ad

ap
ta

tio
n 

by
 T

er
ry

 B
re

nn
an

 a
nd

 J
oa

n 
Bo

yc
e,

 R
ea

di
ng

 S
pe

ci
al

is
ts

, W
au

w
at

os
a,

 W
is

co
ns

in
. 

What did I notice?  What did my partner and I say?

What are my final thoughts? 

I think the author uses this contrast or contradiction to show the reader . . .
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Notice and Note Signpost

Contrasts and Contradictions

Definition: The character acts in a way that is contradictory 
or unexpected given how he or she usually acts.

Text Clue: Author shows feelings or actions the reader hasn’t seen before or doesn’t expect.
Question: Why would the character act this way?
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Where in the text does the unexpected
event or statement show up?  

What inferences can you make about why
the character would act this way?

Where in the text does the unexpected
event or statement show up?

What inferences can you make about why
the character would act this way?
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Notice and Note Signpost

Aha Moment

Definition: The character realizes or starts to realize something  
that changes his or her actions or thinking.

Text clue: Characters say “I realized” or “I suddenly knew” or “Now I know why . . .”
Question: What might the character do now?

What did I notice? What did my partner and I say?

Why do you think the author has the character realize this?
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Notice and Note Signpost

Aha Moment

Definition: The character realizes or starts to realize something  
that changes his or her actions or thinking.

Text clue: Characters say “I realized” or “I suddenly knew” or “Now I know why . . .”
Question: What might the character do now?

What is the Aha Moment?  What inferences can you make about
what the character will do now or think
now?

What is the Aha Moment?  What inferences can you make about
what the character will do now or think
now?
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What is the question? What does this question make me
wonder about? What does it tell me
about this character?

What is the question? What does this question make me
wonder about? What does it tell me
about the character?
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Notice and Note Signpost

Tough Questions

Definition: Character asks a tough question that reveals 
his or her concerns [inner conflict]. 

Text Clue: Character asks self or another a difficult question.
Question: What does this question make me wonder about? 

What does it tell me about the character?
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Notice and Note Signpost

Tough Questions

Definition: Character asks a tough question that reveals 
his or her concerns [inner conflict]. 

Text Clue: Character asks self or another a difficult question.
Question: What does this question make me wonder about?

What does it tell me about the character?

What did I notice What did my partner and I say?

What are my final thoughts?

This question makes me wonder if . . .

It tells me that . . .
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Notice and Note Signpost

Words of the Wiser

Definition: An older character (mentor, advisor, parent, etc.) 
gives advice or an insight to the main character.

Text Clue: A wiser, often older, character offers a life lesson, usually in a quiet moment.
Question: What is important about that message?

What did I notice? What did my partner and I notice?

What were my final thoughts?

This advice is important in the story and in life because . . . 
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Notice and Note Signpost

Words of the Wiser

Definition: An older character (mentor, advisor, parent, etc.) 
gives advice or an insight to the main character.

Text Clue: A wiser, often older, character offers a life lesson, usually in a quiet moment.
Question: What is important about that message?

What did I notice? What inferences can you make about
why the message is important?

What did I notice? What inferences can you make about
why the message is important?
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Notice and Note Signpost

Again and Again

Definition: The author keeps bringing up the same image, phrase, or reference.
Text clue: A repeated image, phrase, or reference

Question: Why do you think the author brings this idea up again and again?

What did I notice? What did my partner and I say?

What are my final thoughts?
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Notice and Note Signpost

Again and Again

Definition: The author keeps bringing up the same image, phrase, or reference.
Text clue: A repeated image, phrase, or reference

Question: Why do you think the author brings this idea up again and again?

What is the idea or phrase that is
repeated again and again?

Why do you think the author keeps
bringing up this idea?

What is the idea or phrase that is
repeated again and again?

Why do you think the author keeps
bringing up this idea?
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Notice and Note Signpost

Memory Moment—Flashback

Definition: The author interrupts the flow of the story 
by letting the character remember something.

Text clue: “I suddenly remembered . . .”; “I remember . . .”; or “Thinking back . . .”
Question: Why might this memory be important?

What did I notice? What did my partner and I say?

What are my final thoughts?
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Notice and Note Signpost

Memory Moment—Flashback

Definition: The author interrupts the flow of the story 
by letting the character remember something.

Text clue: “I suddenly remembered . . .”; “I remember . . .”; or “Thinking back . . .”
Question: Why might this memory be important?

What did the character remember? Why might the memory be important?

What did the character remember? Why might the memory be important?
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